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Michigan Solar Solutions recently competed in the 2024 Intersolar Solar Games in San Diego, California, showcasing our prowess and innovation in solar technology. Our remarkable journey to winning the semi-finals resulted in a second-place overall victory. Highlighting our commitment to excellence and leadership in the solar industry. This was just our first time competing–next year. We’re looking forward to applying what we learned and taking home first place!




Overview of the Intersolar Solar Games




The Intersolar Solar Games stands as a premier global competition, celebrating the best in solar installation and innovation. Held annually in San Diego, it brings together leading solar companies to demonstrate their skills, creativity, and technological advancements in a dynamic, competitive environment. The event is renowned for its rigorous challenges that test participants’ ability to deliver efficient, safe, and innovative solar solutions under pressure. Competing at the Intersolar Solar Games is a huge honor, offering unparalleled exposure and recognition within the solar industry, and setting the stage for future advancements and collaborations.




The Significance of Competing




The Solar Games is the industry’s first installer competition, tasking teams with building residential solar and storage systems live in the Intersolar North America and Energy Storage North America expo hall.




This year’s eight competing teams were judged on installation quality, safety, speed, and more as they advanced through the tournament.




Being part of the Intersolar Solar Games is a tremendous honor for us at Michigan Solar Solutions. This event not only showcases the leading edge of solar technology but also brings together the most innovative minds in the industry. For us, competing signifies our dedication to excellence and innovation in solar solutions. It’s an opportunity to push the boundaries of what’s possible, learn from the best, and demonstrate our commitment to advancing the solar industry. Participating in such a globally recognized event underscores our role as industry leaders and our drive to elevate the standards of solar installations everywhere.




MSS’s Path to Success




Our journey to success was fueled by a relentless pursuit of innovation and a deep commitment to sustainability. From the start, our team was focused on showcasing the efficiency, reliability, and ingenuity of our solar installations for home and business owners. 




Read what Karl Hercula, MSS Vice President (Field Operations), had to say about MSS’ journey at the Intersolar Solar Games:





“Our decision to compete in the Solar Games stemmed from a desire to showcase MSS’s capabilities and compete among the best teams in the country. From the outset, securing sponsorship was crucial. Leveraging my NABCEP certification, I applied for participation and garnered support & sponsorship  from McNaughton and McKay, one of our major vendors. Additionally, I must credit Mark Hagerty, CEO of MSS, for his eventual support, as well as the invaluable assistance from Nicole Gleicher, Christina Hagerty, and Brian Abel in organizing travel arrangements, securing materials for training, and ensuring uniformity among the team’s attire.





Training the team posed its own set of challenges, especially with the limited time and resources available. With the help of our engineering team, we divided into mechanical and electrical groups to review the material. While the electrical crew relied on diagrams, online resources, and videos, the mechanical team was fortunate to practice with actual racking materials, refining techniques, and torque settings.




One of our most significant challenges came with the competition schedule, as we were initially placed to compete first, despite being newcomers. Through communication with the organizers, particularly Shannon, we successfully advocated for a more strategic placement, allowing us to observe and learn from experienced teams before our own competition rounds.




During the Solar Games, we strategized by observing other teams’ performances, and identifying strengths and weaknesses to inform our approach. One key strategy we implemented was prioritizing the installation of solar panels before wire management, a departure from the convention. This decision proved pivotal, enabling us to set records for completion times and scores in both the first and second rounds of the competition.




In the end, MSS secured an impressive 2nd place, earning $3,500 in winnings. I’m proud to announce that this prize money will be split equally between all MSS installers. This decision was made to recognize and appreciate the hard work and dedication of our entire team, including those who were not able to compete but held down the fort back home in Michigan.




It’s also important to acknowledge the initial hesitancy from Mark Hagerty. While he was initially reluctant, Mark quickly recognized the possibilities and saw the camaraderie that the office had while watching the live stream of our competition, thanks to the brilliant idea of live streaming, which was spearheaded by me. I want to give special credit to Jerry S, who flawlessly ran the live stream from my phone, and to everyone who participated and supported us during the live stream.




Looking ahead to the 2025 Solar Games, our focus is on improving our understanding of the competition’s electrical systems and enhancing my role as team captain. We plan to schedule more training sessions and meetings to ensure thorough preparation for our next victory.




I’m immensely proud of the dedication and teamwork displayed by the MSS crew throughout this journey. Without their hard work and collaboration, our success would not have been possible.”









Celebrating Our Team’s Achievement




Our second-place victory at the Intersolar Solar Games is a monumental achievement for Michigan Solar Solutions. This success is the culmination of relentless teamwork, deep expertise, and a shared passion for advancing solar energy. Our team demonstrated exceptional skill and innovation, proving that dedication and collaboration are the keys to excellence. We’d like to give a special shout-out to Karl Hercula, Keven Fishero, Ben Robertson, and Tony Glander!




Looking Forward – What’s Next for MSS?




This achievement at the Intersolar Solar Games is not just a milestone for Michigan Solar Solutions but a stepping stone for future innovations. It reinforces our dedication to providing top-tier solar solutions and sets the stage for us to push even further. We’re inspired to continue innovating, improving, and leading the way in solar technology. Our journey doesn’t stop here; we’re more committed than ever to excellence and to making solar energy accessible and effective for all. This is just the beginning of a brighter, more sustainable future.




MSS is proud to be your top destination for going solar and taking ownership of your power. Ready to start the process? Let’s begin with a free analysis!
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                            Request a Free Solar Analysis or System Service

                            

							"*" indicates required fields

                        
1Existing or new system
2Service Current System
3New Install
4Your Information


                        
                                    Existing or new system?*
			
					
					Service Current System
			

			
					
					New Install
			



Residential or Commercial*
			
					
					Residential
			

			
					
					Commercial
			





                    

                    
                          
                    

                

                
                    
                        Installed By:*
			
					
					Us
			

			
					
					Others
			



Business Name* 

Name of Utility Company*Select Utility Company
DTE Electric Company
Consumers Energy Company
Alpena Power Company
Alger Delta Cooperative Electric Association
Cherryland Electric Cooperative
Great Lakes Energy Cooperative
HomeWorks Tri-County Electric Cooperative
Indiana Michigan Power Company (American Electric Power Company)
Lansing Board of Water and Light
Midwest Energy & Communications
Ontonagon County REA
Presque Isle Electric and Gas Cooperative
Thumb Electric Cooperative
Tri-County Electric Cooperative
Upper Peninsula Power Company
Upper Michigan Energy Resources Corporation
Wolverine Power Supply Cooperative
Utility Not Found



Service Request Details*

Optional Supporting DocumentationAccepted file types: pdf, Max. file size: 128 MB.




                    

                    
                          
                    

                

                
                    
                        I'm Interested In*
								
								Solar
							

								
								Battery
							

								
								EV Charger
							

								
								Smart Home
							



My Biggest Motivator Is*
								
								Save on energy bills
							

								
								Safe and reliable electric power
							

								
								Lowering my carbon footprint
							



Name of Utility Company*Select Utility Company
DTE Electric Company
Consumers Energy Company
Alpena Power Company
Alger Delta Cooperative Electric Association
Cherryland Electric Cooperative
Great Lakes Energy Cooperative
HomeWorks Tri-County Electric Cooperative
Indiana Michigan Power Company (American Electric Power Company)
Lansing Board of Water and Light
Midwest Energy & Communications
Ontonagon County REA
Presque Isle Electric and Gas Cooperative
Thumb Electric Cooperative
Tri-County Electric Cooperative
Upper Peninsula Power Company
Upper Michigan Energy Resources Corporation
Wolverine Power Supply Cooperative
Utility Not Found



Business Name* 

Electric Bill UploadMax. file size: 128 MB.


Comments*



                    

                    
                          
                    

                

                
                    
                        Name*
                            
                            
                                                    
                                                    First
                                                
                            
                            
                                                    
                                                    Last
                                                
                            
                        

Email*
                            
                        

Phone*

Address*    
                    
                         
                                        
                                        Street Address
                                    
                                    
                                    City
                                 
                                    
                                    ZIP / Postal Code
                                
                    

                

County*Alcona
Allegan
Alpena
Antrim
Arenac
Barry
Bay
Benzie
Berrien
Branch
Calhoun
Cass
Charlevoix
Cheboygan
Clare
Clinton
Crawford
Dickenson
Eaton
Emmet
Genesee
Gladwin
Grand Traverse
Gratiot
Hillsdale
Huron
Ingham
Ionia
Iosco
Isabella
Jackson
Kalamazoo
Kalkaska
Kent
Lake
Lapeer
Leelanau
Lenawee
Livingston
Macomb
Manistee
Mason
Mecosta
Midland
Missaukee
Monroe
Montcalm
Montmorency
Muskegon
Newaygo
Oakland
Oceana
Ogemaw
Osceola
Oscoda
Ostego
Presque Isle
Roscommon
Saginaw
St. Clair
St. Joseph
Sanilac
Shiawassee
Tuscola
Van Buren
Washtenaw
Wayne
Wexford



Phone
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.
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